Table 1: Interpretation of some queries and their answers.

QUERY yes-no-form wh-form
(answer) (answer)
own(Mary, Balll) Does Mary own Balll? -
(yes)
can-sell(Mary,Book!) Can Mary sell Book1? -
(yes)
can-sell(Mary,z) Can Mary sell something? What can Mary sell?
(yes) (Book1, Balll)

own(z,y)

Does someone own something?

(yes)

Who owns something?
(Susan,Mary,John)
What is owned by someone?

(Book1,Balll,Ball2)

can-sell(John,z)

Can John sell something?

(yes)

What can John sell?
(something; but
don’t know what)

present(x, Northpole,1 — 1 — 89)

Was someone present
at northpole on
1-1-897

(yes)

Who was present

at northpole on

1-1-897

(There was someone; but,

don’t know who)

number-of-sides(A3,4)

Does A3 have 4 sides?

(no)

can-sell(Mary,Ball2)

Can Mary sell Ball2?

(no)

twins(Susan, M ary)

Are Mary and Susan twins?

(yes)




