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INTERNATIONAL COMPUTER SCIENCE INSTITUTE (ICSI) FELLOWSHIP CALL FOR 
SPANISH TECHNOLOGISTS 
 

As a result of the collaboration agreements between the Spanish Ministry of 
Education and Science (MEC) and the International Computer Science Institute (ICSI) in 
Berkeley, California (USA), the following call for project proposals is open to Spanish 
researchers. 
 

The International Computer Science Institute (ICSI) is an independent, nonprofit basic 
research institute affiliated with the University of California in Berkeley, California. There 
are about eighty scientists in residence, including twenty permanent staff senior researchers, 
as well as postdoctoral Fellows, visitors, aff iliated faculty, and students. It is focused on 
open, non-proprietary, pre-competitive research in computer science and related areas. ICSI 
has significant efforts in these major research areas: Networking, Bioinformatics, and Speech 
and Natural Language Processing, with new areas opening up in Computer Vision and 
Computer Architecture. 

 
Funding comes from US federal agenciesÕ multi-disciplinary projects (like those 

promoted by the NSF) and from American and European consortia, both public and private, 
and by parties interested in applied and basic research being carried out among partners, 
including those who could be competitors in the commercial arena. 
 
 While ICSI maintains excellent relationships with several departments on the nearby 
UCB campus, it is most closely associated with the Department of Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Science. It also has close relations with a number of Information Technology and 
Telecommunications companies, many of which are located in the Bay Area. This area of the 
USA has long been a key world center in technological development, both for the computer 
industry and for networking development. ICSI is an important observation post for the 
analysis and evaluation of trends and opportunities emerging from these fast-moving 
markets and technologies. 
 
1. Fellowship objectives:  
 
This call for proposals is directed to Spanish graduates with high-level degrees (Ingeniero 
Superior o Licenciado) in the fields of Information Technology and Communications (IT&C) 
curricula. 
 
The financial aid offered by ICSI fellowships is intended to subsidize the selected candidates' 
living expenses while working at ICSI for a period equivalent to an academic year i.e. nine 
months). This work can either be done at ICSI itself or UCB departments where ICSI 
maintains a collaboration framework. Fellows typically join existing projects to do pre-
competitive research in IT&C technologies. Further information on current ICSI research 
activities can be found at: http://www.icsi.berkeley.edu. 
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2. Candidate profile: 
 

Candidates must fulfill the following requirements: 
 

• They must hold Spanish citizenship and have a Ingeniero Superior or Licenciado  
degree or higher. 

• They must have carried out significant research and development (R&D) activity 
at a public or private organization in the field of IT&C during the last five years; 
or, have been involved in the creation process (start-up or spin-off) of a 
technology company in this field. Successful participation during this time in a 
R&D project of the National Plan for Research, Development, and Technical 
Innovation is viewed as particularly desirable. For details see www.mec.es/ciencia. 

• Candidates must be proficient in both spoken and written English, to facilitate 
interaction and integration in the ICSI project team. Each candidate must 
demonstrate this proficiency, i.e., by means of a proficiency certificate issued by 
an official center or a well-known organization, or written certification proving 
their stay in a foreign English-language R&D center for at least one year. 

 
3. Technical proposal objectives: 
 

In general, reference is made to the technical objectives specified in the current National 
Technology Program for the Information Society regarding IT&C technology and 
Information Society topics, which coincide with existing research areas at ICSI. Any area 
related to IT&C will potentially be considered but priority will be given to ICSI's key 
areas of research which include: 
 

• Networking: Internet architecture, security, and routing 
• Speech and speaker recognition, spoken language interaction in meetings, speech 

understanding  
• Deep models of human language, computational linguistics and semantic role 

annotation. 
• Theoretical computer science  
• Computational biology: in particular, bioinformatics  
• Computer vision 
• Computer architecture 

 
 
 

4. Evaluation criteria of the proposals: 
 

The ICSI-MEC joint technical committee will evaluate the candidate proposals based 
upon the following criteria: 
 

• How the proposal's objectives match those of this call and/or the priorities 
described in section 3. 

• The candidate's Curriculum Vitae 
• The impact of the proposal's potential results and its relevance to the Spain's 

national technological development and specifically to the priorities defined in 
the IT&C program of the current National Plan of Research, Development, and 
Technological Innovation.  
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This relevance will be assessed on the basis of:  
• potential advanced product development in the medium term related to the 

technologies mentioned above, 
• in the new technology creation process, 
• in the start-up process of related new technological companies. 

 
5. Fellowship Types: 
 

Selected candidates are eligible for two types of Fellowships. 
The Fellowship types are: 
 

a) Full Fellowship: In this case the stipend will be $4000 US per month, for a 
minimum stay of nine months. Shorter stays may be considered under special 
circumstances. Candidates who will receive less than 50 % of their regular base 
salary from their home institution during their stay at ICSI are eligible for this 
Fellowship. The candidate must provide a letter from their home institution that 
certifies this salary arrangement and states that the candidate has been granted 
permission for the stay at ICSI for the proposed dates of the visit or, states that 
the organization will stop the relationship with the candidate during his / her 
stay at ICSI. In the latter case, the candidate must present a letter committing 
themselves to a nine month stay. 

 
b) Visiting Fellowship: In this case the stipend will be $2500 US per month, for a 

minimum stay of nine months. Shorter stays may be considered under special 
circumstances.It is applicable to candidates who will receive 50 % or more of 
their regular base salary while staying at ICSI. The candidate must provide a 
letter from the appropriate department of their home institution that certifies this 
salary arrangement and states that the candidate has been granted permission for 
the stay at ICSI for the proposed dates of the visit  

 
In both cases, the selected candidates will be reimbursed for a round trip, economy 
class ticket from their home locations to the Bay Area (not to exceed1,800 US $) 
upon presentation of receipts. 
 
Candidates submitting proposals to this call will indicate which Fellowship type that  
they are requesting, the starting date and the duration of their stay in ICSI, and all 
the other information requested in this form. After the pre-selection process is 
completed, the pre-selected candidates will be requested to fill- in a second form, with 
further details and to present the supporting documentation evidence described in this 
section and in section 2.  
 
Selected candidates commit themselves to carry out the technical activities and to 
pursue the proposal objectives, as described in their proposal, during their stay in 
ICSI. Moreover, they must deliver, within the last two weeks of their stay in ICSI, a 
final technical report to the ICSI Director (in English), with a copy to the MEC 
representative in Spain. This report will describe in detail the work carried out, the 
references of any publications made, the relevant achievements and results and all 
other relevant technical information dealing with his / her work in ICSI (such as 
patents, copyrights, etc.)  
 

 
6. Proposals submission and timing of the call: 
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The project proposals will be submitted following the format specified in section 7, and 
will be sent, as an attachment, by e-mail, to the address: 
 
  javier.aracil@uam.es 
 
With an electronic copy to the address: 
 
  mariaeu@icsi.berkeley.edu 
 
The call is open as of December 21 and will be closed on February 15, at 15:00 Spanish 
time. By the end of March, a Joint Technical Committee (MEC and ICSI) will select the 
relevant proposals, according to the criteria and technical objectives shown above and 
will notify the pre-selected candidates by April 15th in order to request the supporting 
documentation as mentioned in section 5, and any other additional information when 
needed. 

 
7. Proposals format: 

 
Proposals to this call must be written in English, filling-in all the sections of the form below, 
in WORD for Windows or RTF format, and including the following attachments: 
 

• Proposed technical approach, describing the goals that are to be attained by 
engaging in the proposed work, with particular emphasis on the short term and 
middle term benefits to the proposer's home research team.  Please specify the 
proposed length of your stay. It is equally important to describe how the proposed 
work will potentially benefit and inform similar projects already underway at ICSI; 
and to describe any previous collaborations or contacts with ICSI researchers, or 
researchers at UCB departments closely affiliated with ICSI. In addition, it is valuable 
to describe how Spanish companies working in the areas of interest may profit from 
interaction with ICSI and exposure to the Bay Area. 

• Candidate's Curriculam Vitae, which should emphasize activities undertaken in the 
past five years relevent to the topics in section 3, such as projects develpoed, 
publications, etc. (maximum of five pages). On prospective entrepreneurial projects, 
the candidate should make the case not only in technological terms, but also in 
business terms (business plan, seeking out business partners, market growth, etc.) 
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ANNEX 1: PROPOSAL FORM (all sections must be filled-in) 
 
PROPOSAL FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMPUTER SCIENCE INSTITUTE’  (ICSI) 
FELLOWSHIP CALL FOR SPANISH TECHNOLOGISTS 
 
 
1. RESEARCHER INFORMATION 
 
 
Name and last name: 
Identity Card # (DNI):     Age: 
Department: 
Company)/ Institution: 
 
Title:              
Degree: 
Category / Job: 
Mailing Addresses: 
 
Phone:   Fax:   E-mail: 
 
Current R&D activity 

 
 

Relevant projects or initiatives you have been involved in over the last five years,  
 
 

2. PROJECT PROPOSAL 
 
Project proposal name 
 
Duration (in weeks),  type and starting date of the fellowship to apply 
 
Type of certificate or evidence that will be presented, upon request, to show the English  
proficiency level 
 
Brief description of the objectives to be addressed (according to part 3). Name the 
appropriate ICSI group, if known. 
 
Brief summary of the main benefits of the proposed work 
 
Technical Proposal, maximum five pages 
 
Candidate Curriculum Vitae, maximum five pages 
 
 
 
 
 


